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With high quality sporting facilities, 
Darwin is playing host to more and more 
national and international sporting events. 
Australian Football League (Australian 
Rules) matches are played in Darwin 
each year and the city has also hosted 
international cricket in recent times. 

The Arafura Games, held every two years  
in Darwin, attracts athletes from across  
the Asia Pacific region.

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL  
SPORT

DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

International sports attract thousands of spectators.

Darwin people love their AFL. Many of the country’s  
 best players come from the Top End of Australia.



DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

Whether you like four legs or 
four wheels, Darwin is a mecca 
for the racing enthusiast. Hidden 
Valley thunders to the sound of 
the V8 Supercars once a year, 
bringing visitors from Australia 
and Asia. 

The Darwin Cup Carnival runs 
throughout July, culminating 
in the Darwin Cup on the first 
weekend in August.

THEY’RE RACING

The Darwin Cup Carnival features a  
 month of horse racing.

V8 racing at Hidden Valley.
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DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

THE 
LIVEABLE CITY
Darwin is a great place to live, with services and facilities the equal of many  
larger cities. Combine this with a relaxed, outdoor lifestyle, and it’s easy  
to understand why so many people come for a holiday and never leave.

The suburbs surrounding 
Darwin offer a relaxed and 
tropical lifestyle with excellent 
facilities and community parks 
and play areas. The tree-lined 
streets and unique architecture 
give Darwin an unmistakeable 
tropical signature.

SUBURBS OF DARWIN

Well maintained tropical suburban streetscape.

Markets are a highlight of the  
 suburban lifestyle.



DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

Darwin’s suburban centres 
are places for friends and family 
to gather and enjoy a variety 
of local shops and markets, as 
well as a relaxed and secure 
community environment.

Waterparks and family facilities.

 Local cafes are a focal point for community life.



DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

Housing in Darwin is diverse. 
Inner city apartments and 
penthouses are becoming more 
popular while large sprawling 
rural blocks can be found just  
20 minutes from the city centre.

HOUSING

Waterside living is a feature of  
 a number of Darwin suburbs.

Many homes are designed for 
 a tropical environment.
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Darwin is an exciting place to  
shop and has a vibrant retail sector  
in its CBD. There are also a number  
of large shopping centres across  
Darwin with food courts, cinema 
complexes, specialist boutiques  
and major retailers.

Markets selling crafts,  
fresh fruit and  
vegetables, and wares 
from local and Asian 
sources are also a feature  
of the Darwin shopping 
experience.

SHOPPING AND 
MARKETS

Outdoor markets are popular places to shop, eat and have fun.

Large shopping centres are located in  
 the city, Casuarina and Palmerston.



Getting around is easy 
in Darwin. The city has an 
excellent road, walking and 
cycling network, and good public 
transport. There is also little  
‘peak hour’ traffic. 

Darwin Airport caters for 
international, domestic and 
regional air transport and is just 
2.5 hours flying time from South 
East Asia. 

The famous Ghan passenger 
train is renowned as one of the 
world’s great train journeys 
and runs twice weekly between 
Adelaide and Darwin,  
linking to Perth, Sydney and 
other Australian cities.

TRANSPORT 

Health services include both a 
public and private hospital, as well as 
the internationally-recognised Menzies 
School of Health Research. The city is 
well serviced by general practitioners and 
medical specialists. 

Darwin is recognised as a leader in 
emergency medicine and has been the 
first response centre for a number of 
regional emergencies.

HEALTH SERVICES
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DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

Royal Darwin Hospital has excellent
 facilities and is complemented by the  
 adjacent Darwin Private Hospital.



DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

The city centre has plenty of  
 parking and moving about is easy.

An excellent road network connects  
 Darwin to the rest of Australia.

Darwin International Airport caters for   
 regional, domestic and international flights.

The famous Ghan passenger train  
 travels to Darwin twice a week.
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Child care options are available for 
children from six weeks through to five 
years of age. A combination of community 
and commercial child care centres offer a  
broad range of options. Family Day Care  
is also available through a network  
of stay-at-home mothers who are 
supervised and supported through  
a community network.

CHILD CARE

PRIMARY EDUCATION

DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

 Primary schools are of an excellent standarddard

The standard of primary 
education is excellent and is 
provided by both government and 
private schools. Children begin 
pre-school at around four years  

of age then move into a 
transition year of primary 

school when they turn 
five. Primary school 

continues to Year 6.

Flexible child care options are available  
 for children from six weeks to five years  
 of age.



Charles Darwin University
provides vocational, technical,
undergraduate and postgraduate
qualifications. It is also a leading 
Australian research institution, 
with its Institute of Advanced 
Studies offering specialist research 
in social policy, tropical and  
desert knowledge and  
Indigenous governance. 

A network of Registered Training 
Organisations also provides 
vocational education and training.

TERTIARY EDUCATION

Secondary education is provided 
through both government and private 
schools. Darwin has a new schooling 
system that sees dedicated middle schools 
cater for Year 7 to 9 students.  

Students from Years 10 to 12 have the 
opportunity to enrol in senior secondary 
colleges across Darwin. 

Vocational education and training is 
provided in both secondary schools  
and dedicated colleges.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

DARWIN AUSTRALIA’S TROPICAL HARBOUR CITY

Secondary schools include both  
 government and private options.

Charles Darwin University offers  
 study up to postdoctoral level and is  
 recognised for its expertise in a  
 number of research areas.



THE 
CITY AT A GLANCE
POPULATION    115 000

CLIMATE      TWO TROPICAL SEASONS

DRY SEASON     MAY TO OCTOBER    21.6˚C – 31.6˚C

WET SEASON   NOVEMBER TO APRIL    24.7˚C – 32.3˚C

KEY INDUSTRIES

   Gas-Based manufacturing

   Defence support

   Mining and energy

   Tourism

   Retail

   Transport and logistics

   Government

MAJOR EVENTS

   Arafura Games

   V8 Supercars

   Darwin Festival

   International Cricket

   Darwin Cup

   Barra Fishing Classic

   AFL (Australian Rules Football)
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